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4. Gevtala siovek Jemoeratic leaders teileve that the working agrée~ 
“ant waien their party reached with the Siovak Catholies just 

verfors the Mey glestions, when both groups were alamned about a 

possibie Gommunist victory, canon jast much longer. Friction 

?ngtes the party atreadily incvsasss, and the conservative 

tat iitenk Catholics are forming themaeives more and more into a 


alatinet wing. 


2 Party leaders ave viewing with uneasiness the persistence with 
wieh the Catholic Slovak Democrsts demand control of important 
Sy pusts, evan when they ae uneble te present candidates witn 
wocai political records. Catholic ieadership continues to be more 
of less in tie aands of pr. Keapnt, former Hlinka Party member 
ant Now & very -aotiva dearotizy 6f the Showal: Democndtic Fart. It ia felt 
however, that mach of Dr. Aempany's success in placing himself in + 
the forspground of perty aifaixcs can be attributed to the frequent 
abasnces of Dr. Pedor Hodga, the Ceneral Secretary, frem executive 
somites meetings. Dr. Kempny, in his effert to strengthen the 
catholic position in the Slovak Democratic Partys hag also been 
seucing much asslatance from Negr. Andre] Gvincek, now Vice- 
ipagidant of the Slovak National Council. The Catholic wing 1s - 
gtvengthened, too, by the strong support it receives from the 
wgvels publication Estolioké Noviny, which has a circulation at 
eresent of arcund 140,000 ccpiez per week. 
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